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Recent Writing Task 2 IDEAS

1.Some people believe the purpose of education is to prepare individuals to be beneficial to society.

Others say the purpose of education is to achieve personal ambitions. Discuss both views and give your

own opinion.

The purpose of education is a topic of ongoing debate and has evolved over time to encompass various

perspectives. Two prominent views on the purpose of education are:

Education as Preparation for Benefiting Society: Proponents of this view argue that the primary
purpose of education is to prepare individuals to be responsible and productive members of
society. They believe that education should equip individuals with the knowledge, skills, and
values needed to contribute positively to their communities and the world. This perspective
emphasizes the importance of instilling civic virtues, social responsibility, and ethical principles
in students. It sees education as a means to address societal challenges, promote social cohesion,

and foster a sense of duty to the greater good.

Education as a Means to Achieve Personal Ambitions: On the other hand, there is a contrasting
viewpoint that asserts education's primary purpose is to enable individuals to pursue their
personal ambitions and goals. Advocates of this perspective argue that education should
empower individuals to discover and develop their talents, interests, and passions. They
emphasize the importance of personal growth, self-fulfillment, and the realization of one's
potential. From this standpoint, education is seen as a tool for personal advancement, career

success, and individual happiness.

Now, let's delve into the merits of each view:



Education as Preparation for Benefiting Society:

Advantages:

e Fosters a sense of social responsibility and civic engagement, which can lead to active
participation in addressing societal issues.

e Encourages ethical and moral development, promoting values such as empathy, compassion,
and fairness.

e Contributes to the development of a well-rounded, informed citizenry, which is essential for a

functioning democracy.

Disadvantages:

e May prioritize conformity and uniformity over individuality and creativity, potentially stifling
personal growth and innovation.

e Assumes a universal definition of what is "beneficial to society," which can be subject to
interpretation and bias.

e Could lead to neglect of individual aspirations and passions, potentially causing dissatisfaction

and unhappiness in some individuals.

Education as a Means to Achieve Personal Ambitions:

Advantages:

e Empowers individuals to pursue their passions and interests, potentially leading to greater
personal fulfillment and innovation.

e Encourages diversity of thought and individuality, which can lead to a more dynamic and creative
society.

e Recognizes the importance of individual happiness and self-actualization.

Disadvantages:

e May lead to a more self-centered and individualistic society, potentially neglecting collective
well-being and social cohesion.
e Could result in an unequal distribution of resources and opportunities, favoring those with

greater personal ambitions and resources.



e Neglecting the societal aspect of education might hinder the collective ability to address pressing

global challenges.

My Opinion: | believe that the purpose of education should strike a balance between these two views.
Education should not be an either/or proposition but rather a holistic approach that prepares
individuals to benefit both themselves and society. An ideal educational system should empower
individuals to pursue their personal ambitions and passions while also instilling a sense of social
responsibility and ethical values. This approach recognizes the interconnectedness of personal and
societal well-being and aims to create individuals who are not only successful but also contribute
positively to the betterment of society. Ultimately, education should be a tool for personal growth,

fulfillment, and societal progress.

2.Some people think the government should provide free housing, while others believe it is not the

government’s responsibility. Discuss both views and give your opinion.

The debate over whether the government should provide free housing is a contentious one, with valid

arguments on both sides. Let's examine both viewpoints and then I'll offer my opinion:
Government Should Provide Free Housing:

e Social Welfare and Equity: Advocates for government-provided free housing argue that it is a
fundamental human right to have access to shelter. They contend that housing is a basic
necessity, and governments should ensure that every citizen has a decent place to live. This
perspective seeks to address social inequality and reduce homelessness by providing affordable
or free housing to those in need.

e Economic and Social Benefits: Proponents also argue that providing free housing can have
broader societal benefits. Stable housing can lead to improved physical and mental health,
better educational outcomes for children, and increased opportunities for employment and
economic mobility. In the long run, this can reduce the burden on public services and contribute

to a more productive society.

Government Should Not Provide Free Housing:



e Financial Sustainability: Opponents of government-provided free housing argue that it places a
significant financial burden on the government and taxpayers. Housing is a complex and
expensive sector, and funding free housing programs on a large scale can strain public budgets,
potentially leading to increased taxes or unsustainable levels of government debt.

e Market Efficiency: Some argue that relying on the private market to provide housing is more
efficient and cost-effective. They contend that market-driven forces encourage competition,
innovation, and investment in housing, which can lead to a wider range of housing options and
better quality housing compared to government-run programs.

e Individual Responsibility: Another perspective is that individuals should take personal
responsibility for their housing needs. Critics argue that providing free housing can discourage
self-reliance and personal accountability. They believe that government intervention in housing
can create dependency and disincentivize individuals from working or making responsible

financial decisions.
My Opinion:

| believe that the government has a role to play in ensuring that housing is affordable and accessible
for all citizens, especially for vulnerable populations. However, whether this involves providing entirely
free housing or adopting other strategies like subsidies, rent controls, or affordable housing initiatives

depends on the specific circumstances of a country and its housing market.

Governments should prioritize the well-being of their citizens, and access to safe and affordable housing
is a critical component of overall well-being. Still, it's essential to strike a balance between providing
support for those in need and maintaining financial sustainability. Additionally, government
intervention should be designed to encourage self-sufficiency and personal responsibility rather than

fostering dependency.

In summary, while | support government efforts to ensure housing affordability and address
homelessness, the specific approach should be tailored to the economic and social context of each
country, taking into account the need for balance between government support and individual

responsibility.



3.Some people think more public money should be spent on roads and motorways than public

transport. To what extent do you agree or disagree?

The allocation of public funds between roads and motorways (often associated with personal vehicles)

and public transport is a complex and multifaceted issue, and the optimal distribution may vary

depending on the specific circumstances of a region or country. Here are arguments on both sides:

More Public Money for Roads and Motorways:

Increased Mobility: Advocates for investing more in roads and motorways argue that they
provide greater mobility for individuals and goods. Efficient road networks can reduce travel
times and improve accessibility to various locations, including remote areas not served by public
transport.

Economic Benefits: Some argue that investments in roads can stimulate economic growth.
Improved road infrastructure can facilitate trade, tourism, and commerce, leading to job
creation and increased economic activity.

Individual Freedom: Supporters of this view often emphasize personal freedom and choice. They
believe that people should have the option to use their private vehicles, and investing in road

infrastructure supports this choice.

More Public Money for Public Transport:

Environmental Concerns: A central argument in favor of public transport is its lower
environmental impact compared to individual car travel. Public transport can help reduce air
pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, and traffic congestion, making it a more sustainable option
in the face of climate change.

Reduced Congestion: Public transport can help alleviate traffic congestion in urban areas,
reducing the time and stress associated with commuting. This can lead to improved quality of
life for residents and greater productivity in cities.

Equity and Accessibility: Public transport systems are often seen as a more equitable means of
transportation, as they are accessible to a broader range of people, including those who cannot
afford private vehicles or have mobility challenges. Investing in public transport can promote

social inclusion.



e Efficiency: Public transport systems, when well-planned and integrated, can be more efficient in
moving large numbers of people in densely populated areas. They can also reduce the need for

extensive road maintenance.
My Opinion:

| believe that a balanced approach is generally the most sensible one. The allocation of public funds
should be based on the specific needs and circumstances of a region or country. Here are a few

principles that could guide decision-making:

e Prioritize Sustainability: Given the pressing environmental concerns, there should be a strong
emphasis on investing in public transport systems that are energy-efficient and environmentally
friendly. Reducing reliance on private vehicles can have a significant positive impact on air quality
and carbon emissions.

e Consider Regional Needs: The distribution of funds should consider the geographic layout and
population density of a region. Urban areas may benefit more from public transport investments,
while rural areas may need road improvements for connectivity.

e Evaluate Economic and Social Impact: Investments in both roads and public transport should be
evaluated based on their economic and social returns. Job creation, improved access to
education and healthcare, and reduced congestion are factors that should be considered.

e Promote Innovation: Encourage innovation in both road and public transport infrastructure,
such as the development of electric and autonomous vehicles and the use of smart technology

to improve traffic management and public transport efficiency.

In conclusion, whether more public money should be spent on roads and motorways or public transport
depends on the specific goals, needs, and priorities of a region or country. A balanced approach that
prioritizes sustainability, accessibility, and efficiency is often the most prudent way to address

transportation challenges.



4. Young people who commit crimes should be treated in the same way as adults. To what extent do

you agree or disagree?

The question of how to treat young people who commit crimes is a complex and contentious one.

Whether they should be treated the same way as adults or not depends on various factors, including

the nature of the crime, the age of the offender, and the broader goals of the criminal justice system.

Here are arguments on both sides:

Treating Young Offenders as Adults:

Accountability and Deterrence: Advocates for treating young offenders as adults argue that it
holds them accountable for their actions and can serve as a deterrent. They believe that some
crimes, especially serious and violent ones, warrant a response that reflects the gravity of the
offense, regardless of the offender's age.

Public Safety: Some argue that public safety is paramount, and if a young offender poses a
significant risk to society, treating them as adults may be necessary to protect the community.
This perspective emphasizes the protection of potential victims.

Consistency in Sentencing: Treating young offenders like adults can lead to more consistent and
predictable sentencing outcomes. It avoids creating a perception of leniency or preferential

treatment for young offenders.

Treating Young Offenders Differently:

Developmental Differences: Critics argue that adolescents and young adults are still developing
mentally, emotionally, and socially. Their brains are not fully mature, and they may not have the
same capacity for impulse control and rational decision-making as adults. As such, they should
be treated differently to account for these developmental differences.

Rehabilitation: A key argument for treating young offenders differently is the belief in
rehabilitation and the potential for positive change. Many argue that young offenders are more
amenable to rehabilitation programs that address the root causes of their criminal behavior,

such as trauma, substance abuse, or lack of education.



e Reducing Recidivism: Treating young offenders with a focus on rehabilitation rather than
punishment may reduce the likelihood of reoffending. This approach aims to reintegrate them
into society as law-abiding citizens.

e International Standards: Many countries and international organizations advocate for treating
young offenders differently, in line with international standards such as the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child, which emphasizes the special needs and rights of children

involved in the criminal justice system.
My Opinion:

| believe that young people who commit crimes should generally be treated differently from adults

within the criminal justice system. There are several reasons for this stance:

e Developmental Factors: Adolescents and young adults are still developing physically, mentally,
and emotionally. Their decision-making processes and impulse control may not be fully
developed, which makes them less culpable for their actions than fully mature adults.

e Rehabilitation: The primary goal of the justice system should be to rehabilitate and reintegrate
offenders into society, especially when it comes to young people. Focusing on rehabilitation can
address the underlying issues that lead to criminal behavior and reduce the likelihood of
reoffending.

e International Standards: Many international agreements and conventions recognize the need
for special treatment of young offenders, emphasizing their rights and the importance of

rehabilitation and reintegration.

However, it's important to note that there can be exceptions for exceptionally serious or violent crimes
where the safety of the community is a significant concern. In such cases, a nuanced approach may be

required, taking into account the specific circumstances and the potential for rehabilitation.

In general, a balanced approach that considers the age and developmental stage of the offender, as

well as the nature of the crime, is more likely to result in a fair and effective criminal justice system.



5. In some countries, there is not enough recycling of waste materials (e.g., paper, glass, and cans).

What are the reasons, and what can be done to solve this problem?

The inadequate recycling of waste materials in some countries can be attributed to several reasons,

including lack of awareness, insufficient infrastructure, economic factors, and behavioral issues. To

address this problem, a multifaceted approach is needed. Here are some of the reasons and potential

solutions:

Reasons for Inadequate Recycling:

Lack of Awareness and Education: Many people may not fully understand the importance of
recycling or how to do it properly. There may also be misconceptions about the effectiveness
and impact of recycling efforts.

Limited Access to Recycling Facilities: In some areas, there may be a lack of convenient recycling
collection points or recycling facilities, making it difficult for people to recycle.

Economic Factors: The economic viability of recycling can be a significant barrier. If recycling is
not economically competitive with other waste management methods, businesses and
individuals may be less inclined to participate.

Consumer Habits and Convenience: People often choose the easiest and most convenient
disposal option. If it's more convenient to throw something away rather than recycle it, they may

opt for the simpler choice.

Solutions to Improve Recycling Rates:

Education and Awareness Campaigns: Governments, non-profit organizations, and businesses
should invest in public awareness campaigns to educate citizens about the benefits of recycling
and how to do it correctly. Information should be readily available through various media
channels.

Improved Infrastructure: Invest in better recycling infrastructure, including more recycling bins,
drop-off centers, and curbside collection services. Make it as easy as possible for individuals to

recycle.



¢ Incentives and Subsidies: Introduce economic incentives, such as deposit return systems for
bottles and cans, or tax credits for businesses that recycle. These measures can make recycling
more financially appealing.

e Legislation and Regulation: Implement laws and regulations that mandate recycling and set
recycling targets for businesses and individuals. Penalties for non-compliance can also encourage
adherence to recycling requirements.

e Circular Economy Initiatives: Encourage businesses to adopt circular economy practices, where
products are designed with recycling in mind. Promote the use of recycled materials in
manufacturing.

e Collaboration: Governments, businesses, and communities should work together to develop
comprehensive recycling strategies and solutions. Collaboration can lead to more effective
recycling programs.

e Waste Reduction: Promote waste reduction at the source by encouraging the use of reusable
products and discouraging excessive packaging.

e Technology and Innovation: Invest in research and development of recycling technologies that
can improve the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of recycling processes.

e Community Engagement: Engage communities in recycling efforts through volunteer programs,
neighborhood clean-up initiatives, and school-based education programs.

e International Cooperation: Address global recycling challenges by collaborating with other

countries and organizations to establish standards and best practices.

In conclusion, increasing recycling rates requires a combination of education, infrastructure
development, economic incentives, regulation, and collaborative efforts among governments,
businesses, and communities. By tackling the multiple factors that contribute to low recycling rates,
countries can move closer to sustainable waste management practices and reduced environmental

impact.



6. In many countries, most shops and products become identical. Some people think it is a positive

development, while others believe it is a negative development. Discuss both views and give your own

opinion.

The standardization and homogenization of shops and products in many countries have generated a

polarizing debate. On one hand, some individuals argue that this trend is a positive development, while

others contend that it is a negative one. It's essential to explore both perspectives before offering a

personal opinion.

Positive Viewpoints:

Increased Accessibility: Standardized shops and products often mean that consumers can find
familiar items in different locations. This accessibility can be especially beneficial for travelers
who want consistency and reliability in their purchases.

Quality Assurance: Chain stores and franchises typically maintain a consistent level of quality and
customer service. Shoppers can trust that the products and services they receive will meet
certain standards, reducing the risk of disappointment.

Economies of Scale: Standardization often results in cost efficiencies due to economies of scale.
This can lead to lower prices for consumers and greater profitability for businesses.
Globalization Benefits: In the era of globalization, standardized products and shops facilitate
international trade and commerce. This can lead to economic growth, job creation, and the

exchange of ideas and cultures.

Negative Viewpoints:

Loss of Cultural Identity: The proliferation of identical shops and products can erode the unique
cultural identities of different regions. This homogenization can lead to a less diverse and
interesting consumer landscape.

Monopoly Power: Large corporations that dominate standardized markets can stifle competition
and innovation. This can result in limited choices for consumers and a concentration of economic

power in the hands of a few corporations.



e Loss of Local Businesses: The growth of standardized shops often comes at the expense of
smaller, local businesses. This can lead to the decline of community-oriented establishments and
a loss of jobs at the local level.

e Consumerism and Materialism: Standardization can promote consumerism and materialism by
making it easier for people to acquire goods they may not necessarily need. This can have

negative environmental and societal consequences.

Personal Opinion: While standardization can offer certain conveniences and benefits, | believe it should

be approached with caution. Striking a balance between standardized and unique shops and products
is essential. A completely standardized market can result in the loss of diversity, cultural richness, and
opportunities for small businesses. On the other hand, too much emphasis on individuality and

localization can hinder efficiency and accessibility.

Governments and consumers should play a role in advocating for responsible standardization,
promoting competition, and preserving cultural diversity. This approach can help harness the
advantages of standardization while mitigating its potential drawbacks. Ultimately, a healthy mix of

standardized and unique offerings can create a more vibrant and inclusive consumer landscape.

7. Some believe the best way to improve road safety is to increase the minimum legal age for driving

cars and motorbikes. To what extent do you agree or disagree?

The question of whether increasing the minimum legal age for driving cars and motorbikes is the best
way to improve road safety is a complex and contentious issue. To formulate an informed perspective,

it's important to consider the arguments both in favor of and against this proposal.

Arguments in Favor of Increasing the Minimum Legal Driving Age:

e Inexperience and Maturity: Younger drivers are generally less experienced and may not possess
the maturity required to make responsible decisions on the road. Raising the minimum driving
age can ensure that individuals have had more time to develop these critical skills.

e Reduced Accident Risk: Statistics often show that younger drivers are involved in a
disproportionately high number of accidents. Increasing the driving age can reduce the overall

accident risk, leading to safer roads.



Improved Cognitive Development: Brain development continues into the early twenties, and
some argue that younger drivers may not have fully developed the cognitive abilities required
for safe driving. Delaying the driving age can allow individuals to mature and make better
decisions.

Peer Pressure: Young drivers are susceptible to peer pressure, which can lead to risky behavior
on the road. Raising the minimum driving age can reduce the influence of peer pressure on new

drivers.

Arguments Against Increasing the Minimum Legal Driving Age:

Inconvenience: Raising the driving age can inconvenience young adults who rely on personal
transportation for education, employment, or other essential activities. It may also place an
added burden on parents and guardians.

Varied Maturity Levels: Maturity levels can vary greatly among individuals. Some young drivers
may be responsible and capable, while some older drivers may exhibit risky behavior. Age alone
may not be an accurate indicator of driving readiness.

Alternative Transportation: Young adults need access to transportation, and delaying their ability
to drive could lead to an increased reliance on potentially less safe forms of transportation, such
as walking, cycling, or overcrowded public transit.

Driver Education: Rather than solely raising the driving age, improving driver education
programs, including defensive driving courses and awareness campaigns, can be a more effective

way to prepare young drivers for the responsibilities of the road.

Personal Opinion: | believe that the best approach to improving road safety does not solely hinge on

raising the minimum legal driving age. While there are valid concerns about the inexperience and

maturity of young drivers, a more comprehensive strategy is needed to address road safety effectively.

This strategy should encompass the following elements:

Enhanced Driver Education: Improve driver education programs to ensure that young drivers
receive proper training in defensive driving, risk awareness, and responsible behavior on the

road.



Graduated Licensing Systems: Implement graduated licensing systems that gradually introduce
young drivers to more complex driving situations and restrictions on high-risk activities (e.g.,
driving at night or with passengers).

Stricter Enforcement: Enforce existing traffic laws rigorously, especially for offenses like
speeding, drunk driving, and distracted driving, which contribute significantly to accidents.
Technological Solutions: Promote the use of advanced driver-assistance systems (ADAS) and
technology, such as electronic stability control and collision-avoidance systems, to enhance road
safety.

Public Awareness Campaigns: Conduct public awareness campaigns to educate drivers of all ages

about the dangers of reckless driving and the importance of safe road behaviors.

In conclusion, while increasing the minimum legal driving age may have some merits, it is not a

standalone solution to improving road safety. A multifaceted approach that includes better education,

stricter enforcement, and the adoption of advanced technology is likely to be more effective in reducing

accidents and making our roads safer for all users.

8. Many people fail to achieve a balance between work and the other parts of life. What causes the

situation? How to overcome this problem?

The inability to achieve a balance between work and other aspects of life is a common issue in today's

fast-paced and demanding world. Several factors contribute to this situation, and finding ways to

overcome this problem requires a multi-faceted approach.

Causes of Imbalance between Work and Life:

Work Pressure: Heavy workloads, tight deadlines, and the expectation of constant availability
due to technology can lead to an imbalance. Many individuals feel compelled to prioritize work
over personal life.

Career Ambition: Some people have ambitious career goals, which can result in a strong focus
on work to the detriment of personal life. They may believe that sacrificing personal time is

necessary for career advancement.



e Cultural Norms: Societal and workplace norms often value long working hours and dedication to
one's job. This can create pressure to prioritize work over personal life.

e Technology and Connectivity: The pervasive use of smartphones and digital communication tools
means that work can intrude into personal time, making it challenging to disconnect from work.

e Financial Pressure: Economic factors, such as the need to earn a certain income or pay off debts,

can drive individuals to prioritize work over personal life.

Ways to Overcome the Work-Life Imbalance:

e Set Boundaries: Establish clear boundaries between work and personal life. Communicate your
boundaries to colleagues, supervisors, and family members, and stick to them as much as
possible.

e Prioritize Self-Care: Recognize the importance of self-care for physical and mental well-being.
Allocate time for activities that rejuvenate you, such as exercise, hobbies, or spending time with
loved ones.

e Time Management: Improve time management skills to maximize productivity at work. Efficient
work habits can reduce the need for excessive overtime and create more personal time.

e Delegate and Seek Help: Don't hesitate to delegate tasks at work or ask for assistance with
personal responsibilities. This can help lighten your load and reduce stress.

e Limit Technology Use: Set specific times for checking work-related emails and messages. Avoid
the constant urge to be connected, and consider turning off notifications during personal time.

e Career Planning: Reflect on your long-term career goals and assess whether they align with your
personal values. Consider whether adjustments to your career path may lead to a better work-
life balance.

e Speak to Your Employer: If work demands are consistently overwhelming, have an open
conversation with your employer about your workload and potential solutions, such as
adjustments in workload or flexible work arrangements.

e Time Off: Take advantage of your vacation and personal days. Use these opportunities to fully
disconnect from work and recharge.

e Family and Support Networks: Communicate with your family and friends about your need for

work-life balance. Seek their understanding and support in maintaining this balance.



e Mindfulness and Stress Management: Practice mindfulness techniques and stress management

strategies to cope with work-related stress and maintain a sense of balance.

In conclusion, achieving a balance between work and other aspects of life is essential for overall well-
being. It requires a combination of personal discipline, effective time management, and a supportive
work environment. Recognizing the causes of imbalance and taking proactive steps to address them

can lead to a healthier and more fulfilling life both personally and professionally.

9. In many countries, students' concentration in the classroom has decreased. What are the reasons for

this? What are some possible solutions?

The decrease in students' concentration in the classroom is a concerning issue with several underlying
causes. To address this problem effectively, it's important to understand the reasons behind it and

consider potential solutions.

Reasons for Decreased Student Concentration in the Classroom:

e Digital Distractions: The widespread use of smartphones, tablets, and laptops in classrooms has
created opportunities for students to become distracted by social media, games, and other
digital content.

e Information Overload: The abundance of information available online has led to information
overload. Students may find it challenging to focus when they are constantly bombarded with
data and notifications.

e Shortened Attention Spans: Some experts argue that constant exposure to fast-paced media,
such as video games and social media, can contribute to shortened attention spans among
students.

e Lack of Engagement: Traditional teaching methods that rely heavily on lectures and passive
learning can lead to boredom and disengagement among students, making it difficult for them
to concentrate.

e Sleep Deprivation: Many students suffer from sleep deprivation due to late-night studying,
extracurricular activities, and the use of electronic devices before bedtime. This can negatively

impact their ability to concentrate during class.



Possible Solutions to Improve Student Concentration:

e Digital Detox: Implement policies or practices that discourage or limit the use of electronic
devices during class. Encourage students to keep their devices off or in a designated area during
lessons.

e Active Learning: Emphasize active learning strategies that involve student participation,
discussion, problem-solving, and hands-on activities. Active learning can enhance engagement
and concentration.

e Breaks and Physical Activity: Incorporate regular breaks and physical activity into the school day.
Short breaks can help students recharge and improve their concentration when they return to
class.

e Mindfulness and Meditation: Introduce mindfulness and meditation exercises in the classroom.
These practices can help students develop greater self-awareness and improve their ability to
focus.

e Effective Time Management: Teach students time management skills to help them prioritize
tasks and allocate sufficient time for studying, rest, and extracurricular activities.

e C(lear Expectations: Set clear expectations for behavior and focus in the classroom. Discuss the
importance of concentration and active participation with students.

e Varied Teaching Methods: Use a variety of teaching methods and tools, such as multimedia
presentations, group projects, and real-world applications, to keep lessons engaging and
relevant.

e Individualized Learning: Recognize that students have different learning styles and paces. Tailor
instruction to accommodate these differences, allowing students to progress at their own pace.

e Parent and Community Involvement: Involve parents and the community in discussions about
student well-being and the importance of concentration. Collaborative efforts can support
students in maintaining focus both at school and at home.

e Promote Healthy Sleep Habits: Educate students about the importance of sleep and provide
resources for improving sleep hygiene. Schools can also consider adjusting start times to allow

for more sleep among adolescents.



e Inconclusion, addressing the issue of decreased student concentration in the classroom requires
a multi-faceted approach that considers both environmental factors and educational strategies.
By implementing solutions that discourage distractions, promote engagement, and support
overall well-being, schools can help students develop better concentration skills and enhance

their learning experiences.

10. If people go to live in another country, they should follow the local customs and traditions. To what

extent do you agree or disagree?

The question of whether people who move to another country should follow the local customs and
traditions is a complex one and depends on various factors. Here, I'll discuss both perspectives, and

then offer my own opinion on the matter.

Arguments in Favor of Following Local Customs and Traditions:

e Respect for Host Culture: Adhering to the customs and traditions of the host country
demonstrates respect for the local culture and the values of the community that has welcomed
newcomers.

e Integration and Harmony: Embracing local customs can facilitate integration into the new
society. It can help build positive relationships with locals and foster a sense of belonging and
harmony.

¢ Avoiding Offense: By following local customs, individuals are less likely to inadvertently offend
or disrespect the local population. This can promote smoother interactions and reduce cultural
misunderstandings.

e Learning Opportunities: Embracing local traditions can be a valuable learning experience. It
allows newcomers to gain a deeper understanding of the culture, history, and values of their

host country.

Arguments Against Strict Adherence to Local Customs and Traditions:

e Cultural Diversity: Some argue that strict adherence to local customs can stifle cultural diversity.
Immigrants may bring their own cultural richness and practices, which can enrich the host

country's cultural landscape.



e Personal Freedom: Individuals should have the freedom to practice their own beliefs and
customs as long as they do not harm or infringe upon the rights of others. Mandating adherence
to local customs can be seen as a violation of personal freedom.

e Integration vs. Assimilation: There is a distinction between integration (participating in the local
community while maintaining one's cultural identity) and assimilation (adopting the local culture
entirely). Some argue that integration, rather than full assimilation, is a more inclusive and

sustainable approach.

Personal Opinion:

| believe that when people move to another country, there should be a degree of respect and openness
to the local customs and traditions. It is important to recognize that customs and traditions are an
integral part of a culture's identity, and respecting them can lead to more positive and harmonious

interactions with the host community.

However, this does not mean that immigrants should completely abandon their own cultural practices
and traditions. Cultural diversity is a valuable asset that can enrich a society. Integration, where
individuals participate in the local community while retaining aspects of their cultural identity, strikes a

balance between respecting the host culture and preserving one's own heritage.

Ultimately, finding a balance between embracing local customs and maintaining one's cultural identity
is key. This approach allows for a diverse and inclusive society where different cultures coexist and

contribute to the overall cultural tapestry of the host country.



11. It is believed that secondary school children should study international news as one of their school

subjects. Others think that this is a waste of valuable school time. Discuss both views and give your

opinions.

The idea of including international news as a school subject for secondary school children is a subject

of debate. To provide a comprehensive understanding of both viewpoints, I'll discuss the arguments in

favor of and against this idea before offering my own opinion.

Arguments in Favor of Studying International News:

Global Awareness: In an increasingly interconnected world, it is crucial for young students to be
aware of global events and issues. Studying international news can help them gain a broader
perspective on the world.

Cultural Awareness: International news exposes students to different cultures, societies, and
worldviews. This fosters tolerance, understanding, and appreciation for diversity.

Critical Thinking: Analyzing international news stories encourages critical thinking skills. Students
must evaluate sources, consider biases, and discern reliable information from misinformation.
Relevance to Future Careers: Many careers today require a global perspective. Studying
international news can be beneficial for students pursuing fields like international relations,
journalism, business, or diplomacy.

Global Citizenship: Learning about international issues and events promotes the idea of global
citizenship. It encourages students to take an interest in global problems and consider their roles

in addressing them.

Arguments Against Studying International News:

Curriculum Overload: Some argue that school curricula are already crowded with essential
subjects, and adding international news might result in an overload of information and a lack of
focus on core subjects like mathematics and science.

Age-Appropriateness: Critics argue that younger students may not possess the maturity and
context needed to fully comprehend complex international issues. Introducing such topics too

early might overwhelm them or cause anxiety.



e Biased Reporting: International news sources can be biased, and teaching students to critically
evaluate them may be challenging. Exposure to biased reporting might lead to misconceptions
or confusion.

e Limited Resources: Some schools may lack the resources, such as up-to-date textbooks and

qualified teachers, to effectively teach international news as a subject.

Personal Opinion:

| believe that introducing international news as a school subject for secondary school children can have
significant educational and societal benefits when implemented thoughtfully. It can enhance their
global awareness, critical thinking skills, and cultural sensitivity, all of which are valuable in today's

interconnected world.

However, it's essential to approach this subject with care. The curriculum should be age-appropriate,
focusing on major global events and issues that are relevant and understandable for secondary school
students. Moreover, teachers should be adequately trained to present international news in an

unbiased and engaging manner, encouraging students to think critically and independently.

Incorporating international news into the curriculum can be done without overwhelming students or
sacrificing core subjects. It can be integrated into existing subjects, such as social studies or geography,
to provide a well-rounded education. Ultimately, an informed and globally aware citizenry is crucial for
addressing the complex challenges facing our world today, making the inclusion of international news

a valuable addition to secondary education.



12. Some people think visiting museums is the best way for children to learn history, while many others

believe there are better ways. Discuss both views and give your opinion.

The question of whether visiting museums is the best way for children to learn history is a topic of
debate. To provide a balanced view, I'll discuss arguments in favor of museum visits as well as
arguments that suggest alternative methods for teaching history, followed by my own opinion on the

matter.

Arguments in Favor of Museum Visits for Learning History:

e Hands-On Experience: Museums offer a hands-on and immersive experience that can bring
history to life for children. Seeing historical artifacts, artwork, and exhibits can make the past
more tangible and engaging.

e Visual and Sensory Learning: Museums provide visual and sensory stimuli that can enhance
learning. Children often remember information better when they see and touch historical
objects, making it a memorable educational experience.

e Contextual Understanding: Museums often provide historical context through exhibits, captions,
and interactive displays, helping children better understand the significance of historical events
and artifacts.

e Cultural Appreciation: Museums expose children to different cultures and histories, fostering
cultural appreciation, empathy, and a broader worldview.

e Inspiration and Curiosity: Visiting museums can inspire curiosity and a love for history. It can
encourage children to explore further, read more about historical topics, and engage in self-

directed learning.

Arguments Against Museum Visits for Learning History:

e Limited Access: Not all children have equal access to museums, especially those in rural or
underprivileged areas. Relying solely on museum visits may create educational disparities.
e Limited Scope: Museums may not cover all aspects of history comprehensively. Some historical

events or cultures may be underrepresented, leading to gaps in a child's historical knowledge.



e Passive Learning: While museums offer valuable visual experiences, they can also be passive
learning environments. Children may benefit from more active and participatory forms of
learning history.

e Comprehension Challenges: Some young children may struggle to fully comprehend the
historical context and significance of the artifacts and exhibits in museums, potentially limiting

the educational impact.

Personal Opinion:

| believe that museum visits can be an excellent way for children to learn history, but they should not
be the sole method of historical education. Museums provide unique and enriching experiences that

can spark interest and curiosity in history. They make history more relatable and visually stimulating.

However, a well-rounded history education for children should combine museum visits with other
approaches. This may include classroom instruction, reading historical literature, watching historical
documentaries, engaging in discussions, and participating in interactive activities. A diverse set of

methods ensures that children receive a comprehensive and contextual understanding of history.

Furthermore, addressing the limitations related to access to museums is essential. Efforts should be
made to provide opportunities for all children to visit museums, such as school-sponsored trips or
online virtual tours for those who cannot visit physical museums. This ensures that history education is

equitable and inclusive.

In conclusion, while museum visits can be a valuable component of history education for children, they
should be complemented by a range of teaching methods to provide a well-rounded and accessible
learning experience. A combination of visual, tactile, and interactive approaches can help children

develop a deeper and more nuanced understanding of history.



13. Many offenders commit more crimes after serving the first punishment. Why is this happening, and

what measures can be taken to tackle this problem?

The phenomenon of offenders committing more crimes after serving their first punishment, often
referred to as recidivism, is a complex issue influenced by multiple factors. To address this problem
effectively, it is essential to understand the underlying causes and consider measures that can be taken

to tackle recidivism.

Causes of Recidivism:

e Lack of Rehabilitation: In some cases, the first punishment may not adequately address the
underlying issues that led to criminal behavior. Without effective rehabilitation programs,
offenders may not acquire the skills and support needed to reintegrate into society successfully.

e Stigmatization and Limited Opportunities: Ex-convicts often face social stigma and discrimination
when seeking employment, housing, or educational opportunities. This marginalization can push
them back into criminal activities as they struggle to meet their basic needs.

e Peer Pressure and Social Networks: Returning to the same social networks and environments
where criminal behavior was initially learned or reinforced can increase the likelihood of
recidivism. Peer pressure and negative influences can lead individuals back into criminal
activities.

e Substance Abuse: Many offenders have substance abuse issues, and without proper treatment
and support, they may relapse into drug or alcohol abuse, which can lead to criminal behavior.

e Mental Health Challenges: Some offenders have unaddressed mental health issues that
contribute to their criminal behavior. If these issues are not treated, they may continue to
engage in criminal activities.

e Lack of Skills and Education: Insufficient access to education and vocational training programs
within the criminal justice system can leave offenders without the skills and qualifications

needed to secure legal employment upon release.



Measures to Tackle Recidivism:

e Rehabilitation Programs: Invest in effective rehabilitation programs within correctional facilities
that address the root causes of criminal behavior, such as substance abuse treatment, mental
health counseling, and skills development.

e Education and Vocational Training: Provide access to education and vocational training
opportunities for inmates to equip them with the skills needed to secure lawful employment
upon release.

e Employment Assistance: Establish partnerships between correctional institutions and employers
to facilitate job placement for ex-convicts, reducing the barriers they face when reentering
society.

e Mental Health Services: Ensure that inmates receive mental health assessments and appropriate
treatment. Coordinate with community mental health services to provide ongoing support upon
release.

e Community-Based Reentry Programs: Develop community-based reentry programs that provide
housing, counseling, and support for ex-convicts during the critical period following release.

e Criminal Record Reform: Consider policies that allow for the expungement or sealing of certain
non-violent criminal records, making it easier for ex-offenders to secure housing and
employment.

e Restorative Justice: Promote restorative justice programs that focus on repairing the harm
caused by the offense, fostering empathy, and helping offenders reintegrate into the
community.

e Community Policing: Foster positive relationships between law enforcement and communities
to build trust and cooperation, reducing the likelihood of reoffending.

e Early Intervention: Invest in early intervention programs aimed at preventing at-risk individuals
from engaging in criminal behavior in the first place.

e Social Support Networks: Encourage ex-offenders to develop new social networks and support

systems that promote pro-social behavior and discourage criminal activities.

In conclusion, recidivism is a complex issue with multifaceted causes. Addressing it effectively requires

a holistic approach that combines rehabilitation, education, employment opportunities, and



community support. By investing in measures that address the underlying factors contributing to

criminal behavior and providing a pathway to reintegration into society, we can reduce recidivism rates

and promote safer communities.

14. Some people think we should keep all the money we earn and not pay taxes to the state. To what

extent do you agree or disagree?

The question of whether individuals should keep all the money they earn without paying taxes to the

state is a matter of personal and societal perspective. It's important to consider both viewpoints before

offering an opinion.

Arguments in Favor of Not Paying Taxes to the State:

Personal Freedom: Advocates for minimal or no taxation argue that individuals should have the
freedom to decide how to use all of their earnings. They view taxation as an infringement on
personal liberty.

Incentive to Work and Invest: Some argue that lower or no taxes provide a stronger incentive
for individuals to work, save, and invest. They believe that reducing the tax burden can stimulate
economic growth and productivity.

Simplified System: Eliminating taxes would simplify the financial system, reducing the

administrative burden on individuals and businesses and potentially lowering compliance costs.

Arguments in Favor of Paying Taxes to the State:

Funding Public Services: Taxes are the primary source of revenue for governments to fund
essential public services such as education, healthcare, infrastructure, and public safety. Without
taxes, these services could be severely compromised.

Income Redistribution: Taxes can be used to address income inequality by redistributing wealth
and providing support to those in need through social welfare programs.

Public Goods and Services: Taxes are necessary to provide public goods and services that benefit
society as a whole, such as clean air, clean water, national defense, and disaster relief.
Addressing Market Failures: Taxes can correct market failures, such as negative externalities
(e.g., pollution) or the underprovision of public goods, by incentivizing responsible behavior and

funding necessary interventions.



Personal Opinion:

| believe that while there should be a fair and responsible tax system in place to fund essential public
services, it's also crucial to strike a balance that respects individual freedoms and encourages economic
growth. This balance can be achieved through a progressive tax system that considers the ability to pay

and ensures that those with higher incomes contribute proportionally more to support society.

Taxes are the means by which governments fulfill their obligations to provide for the common good
and address societal challenges. They are essential for maintaining a functioning society and promoting
social equity. However, the tax system should be transparent, efficient, and accountable to ensure that

the revenue collected is used effectively and responsibly.

In summary, while the idea of keeping all the money one earns may appeal to some on a theoretical
level, it is not practical in a complex and interdependent society. A well-designed and fair tax system is
necessary to fund public services, address societal needs, and promote the overall welfare of the

population while respecting individual freedoms and economic incentives.

15. Fast food is becoming one part of life everywhere, this has bad effects on our lifestyles and diet. To

what extent do you agree or disagree?

| agree that the prevalence of fast food in many societies has had negative effects on lifestyles and
diets. Fast food's accessibility, convenience, and affordability have contributed to several detrimental

consequences for individuals and communities.

Negative Effects of Fast Food on Lifestyles and Diets:

e Poor Nutritional Quality: Fast food is often high in calories, unhealthy fats, sugar, and sodium
while lacking essential nutrients. Regular consumption of such foods can lead to poor nutrition
and related health issues.

e QObesity: The consumption of fast food has been linked to the obesity epidemic in many
countries. Fast food meals are typically calorie-dense and can lead to excessive calorie intake,

which contributes to weight gain.



e Chronic Health Conditions: A diet rich in fast food has been associated with an increased risk of
chronic health conditions such as heart disease, diabetes, hypertension, and certain types of
cancer.

e Lack of Dietary Diversity: Reliance on fast food often means a limited variety of foods in the diet.
This lack of diversity can result in nutrient deficiencies and an unbalanced diet.

e Convenience Over Home Cooking: The convenience of fast food has led to a decline in home
cooking. Families are opting for fast food meals instead of preparing nutritious meals at home,
which can weaken family bonds and contribute to poor eating habits.

e Unhealthy Eating Patterns: Fast food promotes unhealthy eating patterns, such as excessive
portion sizes, frequent consumption of sugary beverages, and overreliance on processed foods.

e Impact on Children: Fast food marketing, toys, and playgrounds in restaurants can make it
appealing to children, leading to early exposure to unhealthy eating habits.

e Environmental Impact: The fast food industry has been criticized for its environmental impact,

including excessive packaging waste and the unsustainable production of meat.

Addressing the Negative Effects:

e Health Education: Promote health education and awareness about the consequences of
excessive fast food consumption, emphasizing the importance of a balanced diet.

e Menu Labeling: Enforce clear and accurate menu labeling in fast food restaurants to inform
consumers about the nutritional content of their choices.

e Regulations and Taxes: Implement regulations and taxes to discourage unhealthy food choices
and incentivize healthier options.

e Access to Healthy Food: Improve access to affordable and healthy food options, particularly in
underserved communities where fast food may be the most accessible choice.

e Cooking Skills: Promote cooking skills and home-cooked meals through educational programs
and initiatives.

e Public Health Campaigns: Launch public health campaigns that raise awareness about the
negative health impacts of excessive fast food consumption and encourage healthier dietary

choices.



e Corporate Responsibility: Encourage fast food companies to offer healthier menu options,
reduce portion sizes, and reformulate products to be lower in unhealthy ingredients.
e Community Initiatives: Support community initiatives that promote healthy eating habits, such

as community gardens, farmers' markets, and food education programs.

In conclusion, the widespread availability and consumption of fast food have indeed had adverse effects
on lifestyles and diets. Recognizing these consequences and taking steps to address them, both at the
individual and societal levels, are essential to promote healthier eating habits and improve overall

public health.

16. It is difficult for people who live in cities to get enough physical exercise. What causes and solutions

can be taken to solve the problem?

It is true that many people living in cities find it challenging to get enough physical exercise due to
various factors. These obstacles to physical activity can have detrimental effects on public health. To
address this problem, it's important to understand the underlying causes and consider potential

solutions.

Causes of Insufficient Physical Exercise in Cities:

e Limited Green Spaces: Many urban areas have limited parks and green spaces where people can
engage in outdoor activities, exercise, or simply take a walk.

e Busy Lifestyles: Urban dwellers often have hectic schedules, long work hours, and lengthy
commutes, leaving little time for physical activity.

e Traffic Congestion: High levels of traffic congestion and pollution can discourage walking or
cycling as viable modes of transportation.

e Safety Concerns: Safety concerns, such as crime or poorly lit areas, can deter people from
engaging in physical activity, especially during early morning or late evening hours.

e Sedentary Jobs: Many city jobs require long hours of sitting at a desk, contributing to a sedentary
lifestyle.

e Lack of Accessibility: Limited access to affordable fitness facilities or sports centers can make it

difficult for city residents to engage in regular exercise.



Solutions to Promote Physical Exercise in Cities:

e Urban Planning: Design cities with pedestrian-friendly infrastructure, including sidewalks, bike
lanes, and well-maintained parks, to encourage walking and cycling.

e Green Spaces: Create and maintain public parks and recreational areas that offer opportunities
for various physical activities, such as jogging, sports, and yoga.

e Workplace Initiatives: Encourage employers to implement workplace wellness programs,
provide standing desks, and offer flexible schedules that allow employees to incorporate physical
activity into their daily routines.

e Public Transportation: Promote the use of public transportation, including walking or cycling to
transit stations, to increase physical activity during daily commutes.

e Community Fitness Programs: Organize community-based fitness programs and group activities
in parks and public spaces to make exercise more accessible and enjoyable.

e Safety Measures: Improve safety in public areas through increased lighting, community policing,
and neighborhood watch programs to make outdoor exercise safer, especially during non-
daylight hours.

e Educational Campaigns: Launch public awareness campaigns highlighting the importance of
regular physical activity for health and well-being.

e Incentives: Offer incentives for physical activity, such as discounted gym memberships, free
fitness classes, or tax benefits for fitness-related expenses.

e School Programs: Integrate physical education and extracurricular sports programs into school
curricula to instill healthy habits from a young age.

e Technology: Utilize technology, such as fitness apps, wearable devices, and online fitness classes,

to provide convenient and flexible exercise options.

In conclusion, promoting physical exercise in cities requires a multi-pronged approach that addresses
urban planning, accessibility, safety, and lifestyle factors. By creating environments that support active
living and implementing initiatives to make exercise more convenient and appealing, cities can help

residents overcome barriers to physical activity and improve their overall health and well-being.



17. Successful sports professionals can earn a great deal more money than people in other important

professions, like nurses, doctors, and teachers. Some people think it is fully justified, while others

believe it is unfair. To what extent do you agree or disagree?

The vast income disparity between successful sports professionals and individuals in other crucial

professions like nurses, doctors, and teachers is a matter of ongoing debate. People hold differing

opinions on whether this income gap is fully justified or unfair. To provide a well-rounded view, I'll

discuss both perspectives before sharing my own opinion on the matter.

Arguments in Favor of High Incomes for Sports Professionals:

Market Demand: The high salaries of sports professionals are often driven by market demand.
Fans are willing to pay for tickets, merchandise, and broadcasting rights, generating substantial
revenue for the sports industry.

Exceptional Talent and Dedication: Successful sports professionals often dedicate their lives to
their craft and possess exceptional skills and talents that few can match. Their income reflects
the scarcity of individuals with such abilities.

Entertainment Value: Sports provide entertainment and inspiration to millions of people
worldwide. Athletes who excel in their fields contribute to the cultural and economic value of
sports, justifying their high earnings.

Short Career Span: Many sports careers are relatively short due to the physical demands of the

profession. Athletes must earn enough during their careers to secure their financial futures.

Arguments Against High Incomes for Sports Professionals:

Income Inequality: The vast income gap between sports professionals and essential workers like
nurses, doctors, and teachers highlights income inequality. It raises questions about fairness and
societal priorities.

Social Value: While sports provide entertainment, professions like nursing, medicine, and
teaching have a more direct impact on society's well-being and development. These professions

are essential for a functioning society.



e Public Funding: In some cases, sports facilities and events receive public funding, which makes it
controversial when athletes earn exorbitant salaries while taxpayers contribute to these
initiatives.

e Ephemeral Contribution: Some argue that the contribution of sports professionals, while
entertaining, is ephemeral compared to the long-lasting impact of professions that improve

health, education, and social welfare.

Personal Opinion:

| believe that while successful sports professionals are entitled to substantial incomes, the current
income disparities between them and essential workers like nurses, doctors, and teachers are often

excessive and indicative of broader issues related to income inequality and societal values.

Athletes who achieve great success and entertain millions certainly deserve to be compensated for
their skills and dedication. However, there should be a balance that ensures these individuals are well-
rewarded without reaching levels of income that seem disproportionate when compared to those in

professions that contribute more directly to the well-being and development of society.

Addressing this issue requires a combination of factors, including greater societal recognition and
appreciation for essential professions, fairer compensation structures, and public discourse on income
inequality. While it may not be feasible to completely eliminate income disparities, steps can be taken
to reduce the gap and ensure that essential workers are adequately compensated for their vital

contributions to society.



18. Although countries with long average working hours are economically successful, this often has

some negative social consequences. To what extent do you agree or disagree?

The relationship between long average working hours and economic success is a complex one, and it

does indeed come with both positive and negative consequences. To provide a balanced perspective, |

will discuss both sides of the argument before sharing my own opinion.

Positive Aspects of Long Working Hours in Economically Successful Countries:

Productivity and Economic Growth: Longer working hours can lead to increased productivity,
which, in turn, can contribute to economic growth. When employees work longer hours, they
have more time to complete tasks and contribute to the overall output of the economy.
Competitive Advantage: Countries with a strong work ethic and a culture of long working hours
may gain a competitive advantage in global markets. Their workforce's commitment and
dedication can lead to higher efficiency and innovation.

Higher Income Levels: Longer working hours can result in higher incomes for individuals and

families, leading to improved living standards and economic well-being.

Negative Social Consequences of Long Working Hours:

Work-Life Balance: Long working hours can strain work-life balance, leading to increased stress,
burnout, and strained family relationships. Individuals may have limited time for personal life,
leisure, and pursuing interests outside of work.

Health Issues: Extended working hours can contribute to various health problems, including
mental health issues, sleep disorders, and physical ailments. Over time, these health issues can
result in increased healthcare costs.

Reduced Quality of Life: A focus on work at the expense of personal and social life can lead to
reduced overall quality of life. People may miss out on important life events and experiences.
Gender Inequality: In countries with long working hours, women often face challenges in
balancing their careers with family responsibilities, contributing to gender inequality in the

workplace and at home.



e Economic Inequality: While long working hours may lead to economic success for some, they can
also exacerbate income inequality, as those in lower-paying jobs may be forced to work longer

hours to make ends meet.

Personal Opinion:

| believe that there should be a balance between work and personal life to ensure the well-being of
individuals and society as a whole. While long working hours may contribute to economic success, the
negative social consequences, such as stress, health issues, and reduced quality of life, should not be

overlooked.

Efforts should be made to promote a healthy work-life balance by implementing policies that limit
excessive working hours, ensuring fair compensation for overtime, and encouraging employers to
prioritize employee well-being. It is possible for countries to achieve economic success without
sacrificing the overall quality of life and the health of their workforce. Ultimately, a thriving economy
should benefit everyone and not come at the expense of individuals' mental and physical health or their

personal relationships.

19. Nowadays, celebrities are more famous for their glamour and wealth than their achievements,

which has set a bad example for young people. To what extent do you agree or disagree?

| agree that in today's society, celebrities often gain more fame and attention for their glamour and
wealth rather than their actual achievements, and this phenomenon can set a problematic example for
young people. However, the extent to which this is a concern may vary depending on individual

perspectives. Here, | will discuss both viewpoints.

Arguments in Favor of the Concern:

e Emphasis on Superficial Values: The disproportionate focus on celebrities' wealth and luxury
lifestyles reinforces superficial values and materialism among young people. This can lead them
to prioritize material possessions over personal growth and meaningful achievements.

e Unrealistic Expectations: Celebrity lifestyles can create unrealistic expectations among young

people regarding what success and happiness entail. Many celebrities appear to have it all, which



can lead to discontent and frustration among those who cannot attain similar levels of wealth
and fame.

e Short-Term Goals: Young people may be influenced to pursue fame and wealth as their primary
goals, rather than focusing on developing skills, knowledge, and meaningful contributions to
society.

e Lack of Recognition for Real Achievements: When celebrities overshadow individuals who have
made significant contributions in fields like science, literature, and humanitarian work, it can

discourage young people from pursuing meaningful and impactful careers.

Arguments Against the Concern:

e Diverse Influences: While some celebrities gain attention for their wealth and glamour, others
are recognized for their talents, skills, and achievements in various fields such as music, film,
sports, and philanthropy. These positive role models can inspire young people to pursue their
passions and talents.

e Personal Responsibility: The influence of celebrities on young people's values and aspirations
can be limited by strong parental guidance, education, and personal values. Many young
individuals have the ability to differentiate between fantasy and reality.

e Opportunities for Learning: Celebrity culture can provide opportunities for discussions about
values, ethics, and the importance of substantive achievements. It can be used as a platform for
teaching critical thinking and media literacy.

e Inspiration for Success: Some young people may be inspired by celebrities' rags-to-riches stories,
hard work, and determination to overcome obstacles and achieve success. These stories can

serve as motivating examples.

Personal Opinion:

| agree that the excessive focus on celebrities' wealth and glamour can set a potentially harmful
example for young people. While there are certainly celebrities who have achieved fame and fortune
through their talent and hard work, the media often disproportionately highlights their extravagant

lifestyles, which can create unrealistic ideals.



It is essential for parents, educators, and society as a whole to provide a balanced perspective to young
people. Encouraging them to admire celebrities for their positive achievements, talents, and
contributions while emphasizing the value of education, personal growth, and meaningful goals can

help counteract the negative influence of celebrity culture.

Ultimately, young people should be empowered to make informed and responsible choices about their
values, aspirations, and the role models they choose to follow, recognizing that true success is not solely

defined by wealth and glamour but by the positive impact one makes on the world.

20. Some people think the government should support artists like painters, musicians, and poets, while

others believe this wastes money. Discuss both views and give your own opinion.

The question of whether governments should support artists like painters, musicians, and poets is a
subject of ongoing debate. Both viewpoints have their merits, and the discussion often centers around
the allocation of public funds and the value of art in society. | will present arguments for both

perspectives and share my own opinion on the matter.

Arguments in Favor of Government Support for Artists:

e Cultural Enrichment: Art, in its various forms, contributes to the cultural enrichment of society.
Artists help preserve and express cultural identities, traditions, and values, which can be crucial
for a nation's heritage.

e Promotion of Creativity and Innovation: Support for artists encourages creativity and innovation.
Artistic endeavors often push boundaries and challenge conventional thinking, leading to
progress and the development of new ideas.

e Economic Contribution: The arts and culture sector can have a significant economic impact by
generating jobs, tourism, and revenue. Supporting artists can stimulate economic growth and
promote cultural tourism.

e Expression of Society's Voice: Artists often serve as a voice for societal concerns, reflecting the
emotions, thoughts, and experiences of people. Their work can raise awareness of important

issues.



e Educational Value: Exposure to the arts can enhance education by fostering critical thinking,
creativity, and cultural awareness. Government support for the arts can benefit educational

institutions and programs.

Arguments Against Government Support for Artists:

e Resource Allocation: Critics argue that limited public funds should be directed toward more
pressing priorities such as healthcare, education, and infrastructure rather than supporting
artists, especially during times of budget constraints.

e Subjectivity and Value: Assessing the artistic value of projects can be subjective, making it
challenging to determine which artists or artworks deserve public funding. This subjectivity can
lead to accusations of bias or unfair distribution of funds.

e Market Forces: Some argue that artists should rely on market forces and their ability to sell their
work or secure patronage rather than depending on government subsidies. This approach
encourages artists to be entrepreneurial.

e Government Influence on Art: Concerns exist that government support may lead to censorship

or control over artistic expression, compromising artistic integrity and freedom.

Personal Opinion:

| believe that there is a valid role for government support in the arts, but it should be balanced and
transparent. Art has intrinsic value in society, contributing to culture, creativity, and social cohesion.
However, government support should be subject to clear criteria and oversight to ensure it benefits

both artists and the public.

Governments can support the arts through grants, public spaces, and cultural institutions while allowing
artistic freedom. At the same time, it is crucial to prioritize essential public services and address pressing
societal needs. A balance must be struck that respects the autonomy of artists, promotes cultural

enrichment, and ensures responsible use of public funds.

Ultimately, a thriving society values and nurtures its artistic talents, and government support can play

a role in achieving this while maintaining fiscal responsibility and transparency.



