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Coherence is when the parts of something fit together naturally. In writing, it is when your ideas are connected together in a natural and logical way. There is a beginning, middle, and end. Your ideas are easy to follow and flow together 

Cohesion is the words and phrases connecting your sentences together within your writing. Each sentence connects well grammatically to the next, from start to finish.  
Topic Sentence
A good way to create coherence is to have a topic sentence in each body paragraph introducing the idea within the paragraph and how it connects to the main topic. This helps with readability and reader comprehension. 
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Cohesive devices
Cohesive devices are all the words and phrases used in writing to connect sentences and ideas together. Words such as however, moreover, and in conclusion, are used frequently by candidates when writing Task 1 or Task 2.  
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Particular enemies to large trees are insects and disease. Across vast areas of western
North America, increasingly mild winters are causing massive outbreaks of bark
beetle. These tiny creatures can Kill entire forests as they tunnel their way through
the inside of trees. In both North America and Europe, fungus-causing diseases such
as Dutch elm disease have killed off millions of stately trees that once gave beauty to
forests and cities. As a result of human activity, such enemies reach even the remotest
corners of the world, threatening to make the ancient giants a thing of the past.
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Function Linking Phrases or Words

furthermore, in addition,
moreover, also

Show Examples like, such as, for example,
to illustrate

as a consequence, as a result,
causing, in order for

Give Condition unless, only if, provided that,
on the condition that

Show Similarity similarly, likewise, just as,
in the same way

Show Contrast nevertheless, on the contrast,
however, yet
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WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Some children spend hours every day on their smartphones.

Why is this the case? Do you think this is a positive or a negative
development?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.
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1. Entertainment and Social Interaction:

* Smartphones provide a wide range of entertainment options, from games and videos to social
media platforms. Children often use smartphones as a means of staying entertained and
connected with their peers.

2. Educational Apps and Content:

* Smartphones offer educational apps and content that can be both engaging and informative.
Parents may encourage smartphone use for educational purposes, as many apps are
designed to enhance learning.

3. Communication:

* Smartphones facilitate easy and instant communication. Children use them to stay in touch

with friends and family through messaging apps, social media, and video calls.
4. Parental Influence:

* Children may observe and model their behavior after the smartphone usage patterns of their

parents or older siblings. If adults around them frequently use smartphones, children are likely

to follow suit.
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Positive Aspects:

1. Educational Opportunities:
* Smartphones can provide access to educational apps and resources, enhancing learning
experiences and exposing children to a variety of subjects.
2. Social Connection:
* Smartphone use can facilitate social connections, allowing children to communicate with
peers, friends, and family members, especially in today's interconnected world.
3. Skill Development:
* Some smartphone activities, such as gaming, can contribute to the development of cognitive

skills, problem-solving abilities, and hand-eye coordination.
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Negative Aspects:

1. Excessive Screen Time:

* Prolonged smartphone use may contribute to excessive screen time, which has been
associated with negative health outcomes, including disrupted sleep patterns and increased
sedentary behavior.

2. Social Isolation:

* While smartphones can facilitate virtual communication, excessive use may lead to reduced

face-to-face interactions, potentially contributing to social isolation.
3. Potential for Addiction:

* Excessive smartphone use, particularly on social media or gaming apps, can lead to

addiction-like behaviors and negatively impact mental health.
4. Risk of Inappropriate Content:
* Children may be exposed to inappropriate or harmful content while using smartphones,

especially if unsupervised.
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WRITING TASK 2
You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

It is important for people to take risks, both in their professional lives and
their personal lives.

Do you think the advantages of taking risks outweigh the disadvantages?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.
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Professional Life:

1. Innovation and Growth:

* Taking risks often leads to innovation and growth. Trying new ideas or approaches can result

inimproved processes, products, or services, fostering creativity and development.
2. Career Advancement:

* Calculated risks in the professional realm can lead to career advancement. Being willing to
take on challenging projects or roles can demonstrate leadership and initiative, making
individuals stand out in their careers.

3. Learning Opportunities:

* Risks provide valuable learning experiences. Even if the outcome isn't as expected, the
lessons learned from facing challenges and overcoming obstacles can contribute to personal
and professional development.

4. Adaptability:

* Embracing risk fosters adaptability. In rapidly changing work environments, those who are

willing to take risks are often better equipped to adapt to new situations and thrive in dynamic

conditions.
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Personal Life:

1. Personal Growth:

* Taking risks in personal life can lead to self-discovery and personal growth. Stepping out of
comfort zones and facing fears can broaden perspectives and help individuals realize their full
potential.

2. Enhanced Decision-Making Skills:

* Risk-taking requires careful consideration of potential outcomes. Engaging in this process
regularly can sharpen decision-making skills, as individuals learn to weigh pros and cons and
make informed choices.

3. Bi

* Facing and overcoming challenges in personal life builds resilience. It teaches in

ing Resilience:
iduals to

bounce back from setbacks and adapt to change, contributing to overall emotional well-being.
4. New Experiences and Relationships:
* Taking risks often leads to new experiences and opportunities. Whether it's traveling to a new
place, starting a new hobby, or initiating a conversation with someone new, these experiences

can enrich personal lives and create lasting memories.




image4.png
Professional Life:

1. Failure and Setbacks:
* The most apparent disadvantage is the possibility of failure. Not all risks result in success, and
a failed endeavor can have financial, career, or reputation implications.
2. Financial Loss:
* Many professional risks involve financial investments. If the risk doesn't pay off, individuals
may experience financial loss, impacting both personal and professional stability.
3. Reputation Damage:
* Failed risks can sometimes harm one's professional reputation. Depending on the industry,
repeated failures may create a negative perception among colleagues, clients, or employers.
4. Stress and Anxiety:
* Constantly taking high-stakes risks can lead to increased stress and anxiety. The pressure to
succeed and the fear of failure may negatively impact mental and emotional well-being.
5. Job Insecurity:
* In some cases, taking risks, especially if they don't align with organizational goals or if they

result in significant failures, could lead to job insecurity.
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Personal Life:

1. Health and Safety Concerns:
* Some personal risks may involve physical danger or health hazards. Engaging in risky
behaviors without proper consideration can have serious consequences for one's well-being.
2. Strained Relationships:
* Personal risks may impact relationships with friends, family, or romantic partners. Others may
not always share the same level of comfort with risk, and divergent risk-taking attitudes can

strain relationships.

3. Regret and Guil
* If personal risks lead to negative outcomes, individuals may experience regret and guilt. This
emotional burden can affect mental health and overall life satisfaction.
4. Financial Instability:
* Personal financial risks, such as investments or major purchases, can lead to instability if not
carefully planned. Financial difficulties can, in turn, affect various aspects of personal life.
5. Social Consequences:
* Risks that involve social or cultural norms may lead to social consequences. Going against

societal expectations can result in judgment, isolation, or discrimination.
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Band Task response

9

fully addresses all parts of the task

presents a fully developed position in answer to the
question with relevant, fully extended and well supported
ideas

sufficiently addresses all parts of the task
presents a well-developed response to the question with
relevant, extended and supported ideas

addresses all parts of the task
presents a clear position throughout the response

presents, extends and supports main ideas, but there may
be a tendency to over-generalise and/or supporting ideas
may lack focus




